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DIRECTIONS: Select the BEST answer for each question.

Keep track of the number of questions you answer correctly.

1. What does the term ‘pura vida’ mean?

a. Hello    

b. Excellent    

c. Pure life

d. Both a and c    

e. All of the above
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2. What does the term ‘Tico’ mean?

a. Costa Rican    

b. A Costa Rican woman    

c. A diminutive term (small, term of endearment)    

d. Both a and c

e. All of the above
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Little =    Poco

Very little =   

Very very little =

Very very little (Costa Rican) =

Poquito

Poquitito
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Chiquitico

Tomatico

Momentico

Chico =

Momento =

Tomate =

Poquitico





3. WOMEN: You are walking along the street and a man 

makes a suggestive remark to you.  What do you do?

a. Ignore him    

b. Let him know that he can’t get away with it

c. Answer his comment 

d. Smile at him    

e. Any of the above 
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4. You meet someone of the opposite sex for the first time.  

They give you a kiss on the cheek or refer to you as ‘mi 

amor’ (my love).  Are they…

a. Being friendly?

b. Flirting with you?   

c. Trying to take you home with him/her?

d. Both b and c

e. Any of the above 
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5. You arrange to meet a Costa Rican at 8:00pm to go 

out.  At what time should you expect him or her?

a. 7:45pm

b. 8:00pm

c. 8:45pm

d. Never

e. Any of the above 
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6. You have just finished eating in a restaurant.  

When will the waiter/waitress bring your bill?

a. As your meal is served    

b. Midway through your meal    

c. When you have finished eating

d. When you ask for it

e. Any of the above
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7. You are paying your bill in a restaurant.  What is the 

appropriate way to tip the waiter or waitress?

a. Leave a tip of 10-20% of your entire bill    

b. Check the menu to see if the tip is included in your bill

c. The tip is included in the bill you receive

d. The tip is included in the price shown on the menu    

e. None of the above 
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8. Is tap water safe to drink in Costa Rica?

a. Only in the Central Valley (San José) area

b. Throughout the country, except for border areas

c. It depends where it comes from 

d. Both a and c

e. Both b and c 
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9. Someone gives you a local address.  What will you 

need to know in order to find it?

a. A major landmark    

b. Cardinal directions (which way is North, South…)   

c. The length of a city block    

d. Both a and b

e. All of the above 
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10. Which of the following is/are true regarding 'street 

taxis' in Costa Rica?

a. Legal taxis are painted yellow

b. Legal taxis have a triangle on the door

c. The taxi meter is called a ‘metero' 

d. Both a and b

e. All of the above 
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9-10 = Culture whizz

7-8 = Smooth operator

5-6 = Adaptor 

3-4 = Survivalist

1-2 = Monoculturalist (CR will be like the U.S.)

How Did You Do?
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