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tip. Illustrations are not to scale.
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Underwing s

Granular
polson-arrow Frog
Dendrobotes gronuliferus

To 1.5 in. (3.5 em)
The sim ilar strawberry
poison-dart frog has

black-flecked skin
and dark legs.

Giant
Swallowtail

/ Heradidescresphonres
- To 6 in. (15 em )
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Orange-barred
SUlp hu r

Phoebis philea
To 3 in. (8 em)

Marine Toad
Bufo marinus

To l Oin. (25 em)
Huge toad is capable
of squi rt ing poison

at agg ressors.

Ow l Butterfl y
( oligo spp.

To 6 in. (15 em)
Underside of wi ngs featu re

'eye' spots tha t are intended
to distract predators.

Common
M orpho

MOfPho~/eidn

To 5 in. (13 em )

INV ERT EBRAT ES

AMPHIBIANS

Zebra l ongwing
Heliconius spp.

To 3.5 in. (9 em)

Red-eyed
Leaf Frog

Agalychnis callidryas
To 3 in. (8 em)

Note enlarged toe pad s.
One of 39 spec ies of
Costa Rican r reetroq .
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REPTILES REPTILES

Wood Sto rk
Myaeria ame ricana

To 4 ft. (1 .2 m)
Dark head is naked.

Brown Pelican
Peleconus occidentalis

To 50 in. (1.3 m)

Central American Whiptai l
Ameiva teuiva To 5 in. (13 cm)

Young have a bluish tail.

Magni ficent Frigat eb ird
Fregata magnificens

To 40 in. (1 m)
Note huge wingspan

and a forked tai l.

Rosea te Spoonbill
Ajaio oioio

To 32 in. (80 em)
8ill is f lattened at th e t ip.

Cormo ra nt
Phalacrocorox sop.
To 26 in. (6S m)

Basilisk
Bmiliscus basiliscus
To 42 in. (1 .1 m )

Also called Jesus Christ lizard,
it is capable of running across

the surface of wate r.

BIRDS

--~- Black-crowned

~
Night-Hero n

Nyctico rax nycticorox
. To 28 In . (70 em)

Brown Boob y
5ula leucogaster

To 30 in. (75 em)

Anhinga
Anhinga anhinga
To 3 ft. (90 cm)

~
~~W ¢-<>~ ' C $' '' ), To--

. ~~ ~\J. ,~". ~)
/"!~

Cte nosa ur ' /"
Ctenos ucro simi/is To 20 in. (50 cm) Green Iguan a

Also called black iguana. tquana verde To 40 in. (1 m)
Greenish to bronze lizard has

dark bands on its bod y.

J.

Leath erback
Dermoche lys wriacea

To 7 ft. (2.1 m)

Fer-de-lan ce
Bothropsasper To 8 ft. (2.4 m)
Deadly venomous snake has a

tr iang ular head .

Yellow-bellied Sea Snake
Pe/amis platurus To 40 in. (1 m)

Ocean dwe ller has a flattened tail.
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Cen t ra l Ame rican
Smooth Gecko

Them doctylU', rap icauda
To 5 in. (13 cm)

Olive Rid~~:Y~""~· ~· ~;li~l~
Sea Turtl~

Lepidochelysolivacea
To 28 in. (70 em )

Red Turtle '~~~
Rhinoclemmyspulcherrima

To 9 in. (23 em)

Green Sea Turtle
Chelonia mydas To 5 ft. (1.5 m)

Hea rt-shap ed shell is brown, gray,
greenish or black.

Boa Constrict or
Boa constrictor imperator To 8 ft. (2.4 m)

Thick-bodied snake is brown or
grayish with dark blotches.

Cora l Snake
Micrurusspp. To 4 ft . (1 .2 m)

Several harmless species mimic th is deadly snake. The
rhyme to remember is 'Red on yellow can kill a fellow' .

Ame rican Croco d ile
c(ocady/usawtw To 15 It. (4.5 m)

Endangered species is found in coastal low lands.

Green Spiny Lizard
See/oparus malachiticus

To 4 in. (10 em)

1/~

Sna ppi ng Turtle oI!~;a~!'f@~~~~~~~
Chelydra serpentina To 18 in. (45 em) .

Note la rge head, knobby
shell and long ta il.

Eyelash Viper
Bothriechis schlegelii To 30 in. (75 em )

Has horn-like sca les over eac h eye. Body is
green, orangish, reddish, yellow or bro wn.



BIRDS BIRDS

White-collared
Swift

Streptoprocne zonaris
To 8 in. (20 em)

Note w hite neck ring.

Spotted Sandpiper
Actit is maeularia
To 8 in. (20 em)
Breast is spotted.

Southern Rough­
Winged Swallow
Stelgidopteryx rufieo/lis

To 6 in. (15 em)

Willet
Catoptrophorus
semipo/matus

To 17 in . (4 3 em)

Gray-headed
Chachalaca

Oaolis cmereiceps
To 22 in. (55 em)

Royal Tern
Sterna maxima

To 22 in. (55 em)
Orange bill and
black head crest

are key field _ _ ' '''a
marks.
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BI~e-and-White Swallow
Notiochelidon cyonoleuca

T04 in. (10 em)

Chimney Swift
Chaetura pelagica
To 6 in. (15 em)

Appears to beat w ing s
alternately in flight.

Barn Swallow
Hirundo rustiea

To 8 in. (20 em)
Note deepl y
forked tail.
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Crested Guan
Penelope purpuraseens

To 3 ft. (90 em)

laughing Gull
t crus atriciJla

To 18 in. (45 em)
Note black head. Trailing
edg e of wings is wh ite.

Great Curassow
Crax rubra

To 3 ft. (90 em)
The female is brownish

w ith a black crested head.

Pauraque
Nyctidramus albieoJlis

To 11 in. (28 em)
Often sits along roadways

at night and is start led
by passing vehicles.

Note w hite-edged tail.

Great Tinamou
Tinamus major

To 18 in. (45 em)
One of several
sim ilar species.

White Ibis
f udocimus a/bus

To 28 in. (70 em)

Gray-necked
Wood-rail

Aramides coioaea
To 16 in. (40 em)

)f
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Whimbrel
Numenius pnaecous
To 20 in. (50 em)

little Blue Heron
fgretta caero/ea
To 2 It. (60 em)

Note maroo n neck.

American
Oyst er catcher

Haematopus palliatlls
To 20 in. (50 em)

Northern [acana
tocona spinosa

To 10 in. (25 em)
Long-toed swamp bird
walks on the float ing
leaves of waterplan ts.

Black-bellied
Whi stling-Duck

Dendrocygna autumnaJis
To 21 in. (53 em)

Tricolored
Heron

fg rett a tricolor
To 26 in. (65 em)
Note wh ite belly .
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Cattle Egret " :-.." \

Bubulcus IbiS ~~),
To 20 '0 (50 em) .,Jl

Sno wy Egret
Egretta thula

To 26 in. (65 em)
Note black bill and

yellow feet .

Green Heron
Butorides w escens
To 22 in. (55 em)

Mu scovy Duck
Camna moschato
To 32 in. (80 em)

May be black or white.
Males have 'warty' faces.

Purple Gallinule
PorphyruJa marnmca
To 13 in. (33 em)

Sanderling
CoJidris alba To 8 in. (20 em)

Runs in and out wi th
waves along sho relines.



BIRDS BIRDS

whlte-crowned
Parro t

Pionu~ seniis
To 10 in. (25 an)

Oranqe-chlrm ed
Parakeet

Brotogerif. ;uguloris
To 7 in. (18 em)

Yellow-neped
Parrot

Amazona auropalliata
To 14 in. (35 em)

Mon tezuma 's
Oro pe ndo la

Psorocolius montezuma
To 20 in. (50 em)

The similar chestnu t­
headed orcpendo te has

a brown head and
wh itish bill.

Red-Ior ed Parrot
Amazona autumnatis

To 13 in. (33 em)

Orange-fronted
Parakeet

Aratinga canieularis
To 9 in. (23 em )

Great -t ailed Grackle
QUiscalus mexicanus
To 18 in. (45 em)

Long tail Is keel-sh aped.

Li tt le Hermit
Phaerhornis Ionguemoreus

To 4 in. (10 em)
Note downtumed bill.
One of several simi lar

species of herm it.

Groove-billed
Ani

Crotophaga sulcirostris
To 13 in. (33 em)

The sim ilar smooth­
billed ani has an

unqrooved upper bi ll.

White-fro nted
Parrot

Amazona albifrons
To 11 in . (28 em)

Brown -hooded
Parrot

Pionopsitta haemalOtis
To 9 in. (23 em)

lineated
Woodpecker

Dryocopus lineatus
To 14 in. (35 em)

The similar pale-billed
woodpecker lacks a
wh ile facial stripe.

Common Black-Hawk
Buteogo!lus onthracinus

,~O ~2/~

~
Swa llow-ta iled Kite

Elanoidesforficotus
To 2 ft . (60 em)

Black Vulture
Corogyps Qrrows

To 27 in. (68 em)

Great Kiskadee
Pirangus sulphuratus

To 9 in. (23 em)

Osprey
Pondicn holiaetus
To 2 ft. (60 em)
Note white head

and dark eye stripe.

Cre sted Caracar a
Coraeara cheriway
To 25 in. (6 3 em)
Note red lace and
black head crest.

Turkey Vulture
Cothortes aura

To 32 in. (80 em)
Note red head .

Spectacled Owl
Pulsotrix perspid llota
To 18 in. (45 em)

Roadside Hawk
Buteo magnirostris
To 16 in. (40 em)

l aug hing Falcon
Heip€totherescochinnons

To 22 in. (55 em)
IU lun dtic, laughing uti i~

a common jung le sound .
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Agouti
Dasyprocta puctata
To 20 in. (50 em)

Fishing Bulldog Bat
NoctiJio teponnus
To 4 in. (10 ern)

Skims over water' s surface
while foraging for fish.

MAMMALS

Wate r Opossum
Chironectes minimus
To 12 in. (30 em) !V

The similar four -eyed opossum
i$ grayish wnh a black mask.

l ong-tailed Weasel
Mustela frenata To 21 in . (5 3 em)

Paca
Agouti poco

To 28 in. (70 ern)

,
Common Opossum~..~. _~d

Didelphis marsupia/is -"'"
To 16 in. (40 em)

Emera ld Toucane t
Aulacorhynchus prasinus

To 12 in. (30 ern)

Tro pical
Gnatcatche r

Polioptilop/umbeo
T0 4 in. (10 em)

Shining
Hone ycreeper
Cyonerpes lucidus
To 4 in. (10 em)

Clay.colo re-;\~
Robin

Turdus gray/
To 10 in. (25 em)
National bird of

Costa Rica.

Brown Jay
CyonocofOx mario
To 16 in. (40 em)

Fiery-billed Araca ri
Pterog/ossus Frontzii
To 17 in. (4 3 em)

The similar collared aracari
has a yellowish upper bill .

Turquoise- Resplend ent Three-wattledQue tzalbrowed Motmo t Pharomachros l on g-tailed Bellbird w hjte -
Eumomotosupercilioso mocinno Manakin Procnias tricoronculata throated

To 13 in . (33 em) To 15 in. ( 38 em) Chiroxiphia Jinearis To 8 in. (20 em) Maqpie-jay
To 5 in. (13 em) long dark wattles

Calocitta Formosohang from bill. Call
sounds like a hammer To 18 in. (45 em)

clanging on an anvil.

.,
Green Kingfisher
Chloroceryle americana

r~To 8 in. (20 em) Belte d Kingfishe rThe $imi lar Amazon
Golde n-browedklnqflsher is larger. Cery/e a/cyan Azure-

To 14 in. (35 em) Chlorophoni a Yellow -crowned hood ed Jay
The similar ringed Chlorophonia calloph~ Euphonia Cyono/yca wwllata

king fisher has a To 5 in. (13 em) Euphonia /uteicapilla To 11 in. (28 em)rufous belly. To 4 in. (10 em)

Ches tn ut ­
ma nd ibled

Tou can
Ramphastos swainsonii

To 22 in. (55 em)



MAMMALS MAMMALS

Red-backed
Sq uirrel Monkey

Saimiri omledii
To 12 in. (30 em)

Note black -tipped tai l.

Two-toed Sloth
Choloepu5 hoffmanni
To 28 in. (70 em)

Mantled Howler
Mo nkey

A/ouatta palliata
To 22 in. (55 em)

White-ta iled Deer
OdocoileU5 virginianu5 To 7 ft. (2.1 m)

Tail is held aloft w hen running.

Baird' s Tap ir
taouus baird;i

To 6.5 ft . (2 m)
Note long snout.

Red Brocket Deer
Mazama americana
To 56 in . (1.4 m)
Note small horns.
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Jagu ar
Panthera onra To 8 ft . (2.4 m)

Coat is tan and spotted or all b lack.
Endangered.

Central Ame rican
Spider Monkey

ste tesgeoffroyi

T026 in. (:~

'.-" .'

Collared Pecca ry
Tayanu tajacu To 40 in. (1 m)
The sim ilar white-lip ped peccary

has a wh ite cheek and throa t.

••

Mex ican Hairy
Porcup ine

Coendou mexicanus
To 16 in. (40 em)

Nine -banded
Armadill o

Dasypus novemcinctus
To 32 in. (80 em)

Grison
Galicti~ vi/lata

To 22 in. (55 em)

Coyote
Canis tatrons To 52 in. (1.3 m)
Note bushy, black-t ipped tail.

Jag ua rund i
HerpaiJuru~ yaguarondi

To 26 in. (65 em)

Neotropical Otter
Lontra tonqicoudis
To 30 in. (75 em)

c·~ ~_~~
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Red-tailed
Squi rre l

Sciuws gronatens;s
To 10 in. (25 em )

One of 5
squirrel species.Striped

Hog-nosed Skunk
Conepatus semistriatus

To 20 in. (50 em)
On e of 3 skunk species.

Tayra
t iro barbara To 28 in. (70 em)

Large weasel-like mamma l.

Nosu a nariea
To 52 in. (1.3 m)
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/:;f e ~f~ di
Ocelot

Felisparda/is 104.5 ft. (1.35 m)
The simi lar, smaller marga y has a tail much

lon ger th an th e length of i ts rear leg,

Kinka jou
Potos flavus To 22 in. (55 em)

The similar olingo is srnatler
and has a bushier tail.
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