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Ea rt h Edu ca ti on In te rn a ti on a l
Participation Agreement: Policies & Protocols
Program Policies
Because study abroad involves unique risks and conditions, there is a need to clearly communicate expectations of all participants.
Certain guidelines are for required for safety, whereas others are for program efficiency. A summary is below (see full details at
http://www.EarthEdIntl.org/Policies.htm).
1. Academic responsibility. Please remember that when we are in the field, we are fulfilling 'classroom' time. For this reason, all
participants must behave as they would under similar circumstances in the classroom. This means following instructions, attending
and paying attention, and not being disruptive during such activities.
2. Required equipment and supplies. In order to be properly prepared for field study, each participant is required to bring each of
the following items: a) A good flashlight with extra batteries; b) Basic medical supplies (anti-diarrhea and upset stomach medication,
antiseptic, Band-Aids, antibacterial ointment, sting/itch reliever, motion sickness medication, etc.); c) Enclosed shoes; d) Travel
bag(s)/backpack; e) Water bottle (at least 1liter size); f) Rain gear (umbrella, waterproof jacket/poncho); g) Sun gear (hat, sunscreen,
long-sleeve shirt and/or sunburn medication); and h) Required personal medications. Additionally, students must bring at least four
(4) self-test rapid Covid test kits with them to Costa Rica (not available locally) and have face masks and hand sanitizer with them
AT ALL TIMES (see Health Protocol below).
3. Departure from the field site. For safety reasons, no participant may leave the established 'field site' without authorization from
the faculty member in charge. The 'field site' is normally defined as the lodging facilities area, or field station, but may also be
defined as the town we are in (e.g., San Ramón).
4. Alcohol use. Legal consumption of alcoholic beverages is generally acceptable in moderation, providing participants conduct
themselves in a mature manner and abide by all other program policies. However, violation of those policies may result in this
privilege being revoked. Please note that no alcohol consumption is permitted until after completion of the last course activity on any
given day, and it may not be permitted at all at certain field sites.
5. Smoking. Smoking is permitted in any open-air setting, provided it is done with respect for those in the vicinity. However, no
smoking is allowed during any class session (indoors or outdoors), or any other enclosed facility.
6. Illegal drugs. Possession, use and/or distribution of any illegal drug as defined by Costa Rican law will result in immediate
dismissal from the course or program and may result in referral to civil authorities.
7. Damage/destruction of property/theft. Damage, destruction, defacing, or theft from any facility is inappropriate and illegal.
Any participant involved in such activities will be subject to disciplinary action and/or referred to the authorities in addition to being
responsible for the full cost of the damages or theft.
8. Respect for others. Please make every attempt to be respectful of the host culture, other participants, faculty, and staff at all
times. Harassment or similar disrespectful behavior of any kind, including (but not limited to) gender, race, sexual preference, or
disabilities will not be tolerated. Any such incident should be reported to the faculty in charge.

Health Protocol (Covid-19)
In an effort to protect the health of all participants, staff, and community partners, the guidelines contained herein serve to
complement our Emergency Management Plan as it relates to infectious diseases such as Covid-19. Beyond the health & safety of all
involved, an infectious disease outbreak among even a single individual has the potential to severely limit the success of the entire
program or cause it to cancel entirely. This necessitates adherence to the protocols outlined herein, which are based upon guidelines
established by the World Health Organization, U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention, U.S. Department of State travel
advisories, the Costa Rican Health Ministry, and other relevant government agencies. Noteworthy is the possibility that in-country
government restrictions may limit our ability to implement the program as scheduled through such things as restrictions of movement
or quarantine requirements.
1. Pre-departure precautions. Because program safety begins prior to arrival, please a) TAKE EXTRA PRECAUTIONS ONE
WEEK PRIOR TO DEPARTURE by: Avoiding socializing indoors (e.g., enclosed bars & restaurants), wearing a mask when within
2 meters (6 feet) of individuals outside of your regular 'social bubble,' following standardized hygiene protocols (e.g., physical
distancing, frequent hand-washing, use of hand sanitizer, mouth covering when coughing), and b) PERFORM A PRE-DEPARTURE
COVID TEST 24-48 hours prior to departure (PCR or rapid test, laboratory or self-administered).
2. In-country precautions. Due to increased risk of exposure for all of us during the course, safety precautions are to be observed at
all times as follows: a) PERFORM A COVID TEST (self-administered rapid test) upon arrival in Costa Rica. Individuals must bring
at least four (4) self-test rapid Covid test kits with them for this purpose (and in case of an outbreak) since they are not available
locally. If a participant fails to bring sufficient test kits, they will be required to perform tests at a local laboratory at their own cost
(~$50-60 USD per test); b) DAILY TEMPERATURE CHECKS to be performed each morning at breakfast; c) USE OF FACE
MASKS (surgical or N95 masks recommended) that covers both nose and mouth when indoors or in outdoor situations when less
than 2mts (6 feet) of distance from others can be maintained (see exceptions below). This includes common areas of the hotel, on the
bus, during all indoor & some outdoor field site visits, and when going into town on your own (open air restaurants highly
recommended). Since hotel rooms are to be maintained as 'safe spaces,' only individuals assigned to their room are permitted.
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Accordingly, meetings or socializing with individuals from other rooms should take place in common areas and properly masked.
Exceptions to the face mask requirement include: 1. While inside your assigned hotel room (only roomates permitted), 2. Outdoors
when 2mts (6 feet) or distance from others can be maintained, and 3. When eating or drinking in common areas of the hotel while
maintaining social distance to the extent possible or while seated at a restaurant (though not when entering or leaving the facility); d)
SANITIZING HANDS before entering the group hotel, facility we are visiting, and before getting on the bus; and e) Following
OTHER STANDARD HYGENE PROTOCOLS at all times (e.g., physical distancing, frequent hand-washing, increased sanitation
after touching public or high-impact surfaces and covering one's mouth when coughing or sneezing). Although some individuals or
establishments may not abide by all of such precautions, these are established best practices and outlined by Costa Rica Health
Ministry guidelines (available in English at: https://www.ministeriodesalud.go.cr/index.php/centro-de-informacion/materialcomunicacion/protocolos-ms/). Also note that not all establishments will have antiseptic gels/alcohol available, and what is available
may or may not meet the 70%+ alcohol content requirement needed to kills Covid germs. Thus, participants should carry a small
bottle of antiseptic gel or alcohol for personal use.
3. In-country symptomatic response. Individuals who develop illness symptoms must report them to the faculty in charge as soon
as they appear. The most important early indicators of infectious disease (e.g., Covid) include: 1. Fever or chills, 2.
Fatigue/tiredness, 3. A persistent dry cough & 4. Loss of taste or smell. Other symptoms may include shortness of breath, difficulty
breathing, muscle or body aches, headache, sore throat, congestion, runny nose, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea. Participants exhibiting
illness symptoms must implement preventative distancing for a period of 3-5 days as needed. This includes maintaining extra
distance from others in the group, wearing a face mask at ALL times (even in assigned hotel rooms), and more frequent hand
washing/disinfection. Depending upon the severity of the symptoms, participants may also be required to test for Covid-19. In case of
a positive result, participants will be required to quarantine in accordance with Costa Rica Ministry of Health rules (issuance of a 7day mandatory sanitary quarantine order). This order cannot be appealed, even if subsequent tests are negative. Please note that
shorter quarantine times established by the CDC apply only in the U.S., not Costa Rica. NOTE: For safety reasons, quarantine is
expected to take place in a separate area of the primary lodging site. Alternative academic assignments and logistical support will be
made available as needed, but participants will not be able to participate in any group activities. Also note that PARTICIPANTS
WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH QUARANTINING (e.g., lodging, food, medicines, etc.).
4. Returning home. ALL persons flying into or through the United States (regardless of nationality or vaccination status) are
required to have a negative Covid test administered by a Costa Rican government-authorized laboratory within 24 hours of boarding
the flight (or proof of recovery). See details at: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/before-you-go/covid19_testing_required_US_Entry.html. Logistical assistance will be provided in this regard. However, COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
TESTS ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PARTICIPANT (~$50-60 USD). Returning home elsewhere varies by country.
Please verify requirements prior to travel.
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Participant Agreement
I hereby choose to participate in this course or program, and as such agree to the following terms and conditions:
1. I will abide by all program policies and protocols (summarized above & posted online at http://www.EarthEdIntl.org/Policies.htm).
2. My participation in this course or program may be terminated for any of the following reasons: a) Inability to maintain an
acceptable academic performance, b) Violation of program policies or protocols, or c) Violation of Costa Rican law.
3. I will be responsible for costs associated with any health care treatment I receive, as well as any associated costs (e.g. mandatory
quarantining due to Covid). This includes being prepared ahead of time for direct payment (e.g., credit/debit card), paying expenses
not covered by my insurance and/or making arrangements for reimbursement from my insurance company.
4. I recognize that travel and international study involves unique risks and conditions, and thus hereby release Earth Education
International, Miguel (Michael) Karian, other staff, faculty and any cooperating partner institutions, agencies, or individuals from any
and all claims or liability as a result of my participation. This includes, but is not limited to, damages, loss or destruction of property,
personal injury, or death. This release shall bind me, my estate, personal representatives, heirs, and legal guardians. Any and all
legal proceedings arising from or in connection with my participation on this program will be governed by the laws of Costa Rica. I
thus expressly submit to the jurisdiction of the Costa Rican court system in the event of any such proceedings.
Name of course/program: ___________________________________________

Program dates: ___________________________

Print your name: __________________________________________________

Home university: _________________________

Your signature: ___________________________________________________

Today’s date: ____________________________

